The Ghost Family

When only the
best will do

UK breeders have long appreciated the qualities of the .
Ghost family. Imported from Canada in the nineties, th Facts:

o ’ _ ’ r 4JODF UIF éSTU NFNCFS PG UIF (IP
famlly_ is renowned _fo_r making great cows, and show- BT Ee o N N P e A e e
stopping type. In this issue of Hotspots we look at the EEEEFEERETIVE
story so far, and examine what makes this family so pop-SEERANASSAREl AL E S Rel SR RPN A
ular amongst British breeders and why Al's are express{SEEUEIIRCIAI

ing an increasing amount of interest amongst the family. roerFSg ';oi'nz\i’x cheCUFK'!: CHR R A

r 3JWFSEBOF (BMMBOU +BNFT 9 3JE
2E) is the erst proven sire from the Ghost family - 92% of hij

Canadian roots dtrs GP or better
During a visit to Canada's Royal Winter Fair in 1993, Scottish breed
Jimmy Hodge visited Robin Parish's Robrook farms, in Woodville,

Ontario. At the time he was looking to purchase something that extra

bit special, intent on taking it back to grace the UK show ring. On athe Challenge

riving at Robrook, Jimmy remembers being really impressed, byWétbourne Counselor Ghost EX-92 as Jimmy puts it was @a challeng-
milking heifer that was just 4 or 5 days fresh. @Ghost really statpd ing cow to work with®, put her in amongst the herd and she was with-
she was tall and dairy and nearly all white. She had a farivastec  out doubt the 2head cow® the challenge was working with her on an
structure, and even though she was only a few days calved sthe alrgalividual basis, or indeed trying to get anywhere near her with a
had a great mammary® Backed by 4 generations of VG dams, and megdle for lushing".

of a Triple Crown dam, the deal was done and on a spring day#a next year in her 2nd lactation she enjoyed considerable ssigtes
1994, Ghost arrived into Manchester airport, mid-way through hethe show-ring including Honorary Mention at the 1995 National Hol-
erst lactation. stein Show, and Reserve All Britain Junior Cow in Milk.

#e Counselor bred 6 daughters, sired by Skychief, Chesapeake,
Royce, and Storm which averaged nearly 89 points. At Lemington the
family still runs into double sgures, and undoubtedly the stremgth

the cow family is in their fantastic mammary systems.

Skychief success
Soon aS$er arriving in the UK Ghost was bred to Donnandale Sky-
chief, who was one of Semex's top type sires at the time, sofsliccess
was this cross that breeder Jimmy !lushed the Counselor again to him
years later. #is proved to be the catalyst of the cow fangulting
in Lemington Skychief Ghost. Following Counselor Ghost's sacce
during 1995 Jimmy decided to consign the Skychief calf to the Black
and White sale in the November, and she sold for 6,000gns to the
Bown family. Richard Bown really admired the calf @she was really
stylish, with a super sweep of rib and tremendous length of body,
thought she had great potential and wanted her for the Holdtein s
the following year® She continued to develop and in the Febnfar

> RS2 : S 1996 she won her class and went on to win Champion calf under Ca-
Ridge®eld Shottle Ghost VG-89 3yr nadian judge Don Johnston. Upon calving she classiced VG-88 as a 2

Currently one of the family's biggest stars- owned year old winning milking heifer classes at the Cow of the Year show
by Willsbro Holsteins

62 | Hotspots



Witbourne Counselor Ghost EX-92

3 generations of Show winning type

Mo Morilmn

Lemington Skychief Ghost EX-95 3E

and the Royal Welsh, her mammary system was picture perfect, she Chrls Norton, AUCUOneer,

had a tremendous rear udder with superb veination throughout-

something which all the Ghost family have notably inheritedryev

Norton and Brooksbhank

lactation she won shows, and she went on to win classes at the Roy@)yer recent years the Ghost fam”y has been
show in 2000 and 2002, classifying EX-95 3E. Her Counselor dai‘ﬂcredibly in demand in the UK auction ring It

is one of the best uddered families in the world

perhaps wasnt the greatest milker, and Skychief's weremmt/ned
for massive yields either, but Skychief Ghost was a greaicgroahd
twice gave over 15,000kgs in 305 day lactations!

Traditions

"e tradition of selling the #rst female of the family continued, wahe

in my opinion and this re$ects in the auction
prices the family has commanded in recent

years.

Castlerhydd Holsteins (now known as Richaven) consigned the #rs

heifer from the Skychief - Castlerhydd Milan Ghost to the S&ré

comeback to the show ring in 2005 when she wag\ReS@ampi-

ebration sale in 1998. As a calf the Milan, was very dairy and long, baotat both the National and Royal shows and repelage All Brit-
inherited a little too much set in her leg like her paternal sire arain success as a third calver.
grandsire, she realised 2,700gns, selling to Ridge#eld Holsteins. At

Ridget#eld she developed into a great cow, and typical of thg datni

better with age, scoring EX-94 4E, with yields of up to 13,797kgs, élcCcessful brood cow

bred 6 daughters which averaged over 90 points classi#cation, incl@erm Ghost 2 has proven herself to be an exceptional breodsco

ing Excellent daughters by Lee, September Storm, and modiynotdtave the generations before her, 11 classi#edrdtrsher average
the type specialist and legs and feet transmitter Storm, whidterksu 88 points! Her natural calf that she had at Riveeddiverdane Ter-
in amongst others Ridge#eld Storm Ghost 2 EX-93 2E a key cowason Ghost went on to break the UK record for rauealf heifer

this family.

There and back again

Storm Ghost 2 was sold as a milking heifer asgfartpackage of 4
animals to Ridge#eld's ET vet and well known Hoisteeeder
Mark Nutsford, She calved in 2003 for the secame tt Riverdane,
and proved to be a formidable cow on the shavingsning her
class at both the National Holstein Show and thgaRethe UK's
two premier shows, and was awarded All Britain du@ow in
Milk. At this time and with new management in atl&#eld, Storm
Ghost 2 was re-purchased privately for a consideratmount by
Ridge#eld, to headline their show team. She madacaessful

sold at public auction when she realised 27,008eltisig to Euro-
genes member Bev Baker of BB Holsteins , she isclassi#ed
EX94 2E and already her #rst 2 dtrs by Allen atke tlassi#ed EX-
92 in Bill Nadins Sterndale herd, and she has a8YQ@yr dtr by
Damion (EX mam) at BB.

During her time at Riverdane Storm Ghost 2 was &dsio Spirit

and James, the James cross resulted in the belldBhe Gallant
VG-88 being marketed by Kingstreet Sires + a joifiaboration

between Bill Nadin and Mark and Sue Nutsford. 2 iHgwvorked

with and admired the show type of several genaratid the family,
it was easy to market Gallant 0% the back of shig8 Mark. Gal-
lant's daughters display the type typical of the cow familycpdatly

great udders, he has 27 daughters classi#ed of which 25 are GP or bet-

Inwood Terrason

Ridge#eld Storm Ghost 2 EX-93 2E 27,000

Ridgetteld Storm Ghost 2 EX-93RE 13,000
Picston Shottle Ridgetteld Storm Ghost 2 EX-93 Z2E 9,000
Picston Shottle Ridge#eld Storm Ghost 2 EX-93 2E 7,000

 PusonStole | Rigefeld Som Ghosi2ZEXx932E 6200 |
 [iacnoPamtam | RigefeldSom GhosizEx933E 600 |
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Mike Halliwell, Five Star

Breeders, Wales

| worked with 3 successive generations of the
Ghost family. "ey were all great cows to work
with. Our Customers are farmers who apprecia
milking good cows, when we were looking to
invest in a young sire from a proven British co
family, the Ghosts were at the top of the list!

ter! Upon moving back to Ridgeeeld she was successfully €ushed M e
Shottle, this €ush resulted in all 4 female progeny scoring ¥V@dzy Ridge®eld Storm Ghost EX-93 2E
and an average selling price of over £7500 for each of them! 2X All Britain in milking form

Eurogenes members
Many UK members of Eurogenes have Ghost family members witl
their herds, BB, Drointon, Richaven, Roevalley, Sterndale afst Wil
bro, such is the transmitting capability of this cow family.

At Sterndale the family continues to go from strength to gtteand
they are milking potentially the 7th consecutive generatidaXofn
the form of VG-88 2 year olds by Shottle and Goldwyn from Sternds
Allen Ghost EX-92. Sterndale Shottle Ghost VG-88 2yr has be
shown with considerable success and was 2nd Jnr Heifer in milk
this year's National Holstein Show' when asked how the Ghost fa
has impacted his herd Bill is quick to point out that they areat gre
asset to Sterndale, @"ey have excellent udders and are joktcn-
sistent breeders® says Bill.

At Roevalley they have a show-winning Morty grand-daughter fro Riverdane Terrason Ghost EX-94 2E

the Skychief- Aldingham SM Ghost 3 EX-94 2E, whilst at Drointof sk el uelble S (GRS S LI EE IS
they have the enal daughter from the Storm Ghost, a really exciti
RC Talent heifer that is due soon to Jotan. At Willsbro, Ridge+e
Shottle Ghost VG-89 3yr is attracting a lot of attention and is iatern
tionally contracted, having completed a erst lactation of 11,754kgs
305 days 4.25%f 3.18%p, her erst son by Goldwyn is in Al and be
tested by Five-Star Breeders.

Breeders satisfaction
It is incredible to think that in the space of less than 15 years over 2
Ghosts, have been registered in the UK herdbook. It's cleag thate
this family is held in very high esteem amongst the Britistdbreg
and rightly so.

From a personal note, and having worked with many of them, el ha i : :
never seen a family that consistently delivers this levgpef Now T R e R e : m
with the introduction of genomics the family is seeing more éster Sterndale CB Allen Ghost EX-92

from International Al's and in the future we can fully expect &the
Ghost in€uence continue to grow as bulls from this family enter Al.

Genomics

Ridgeeeld Shottle Ghost VG-89 3yr ownedTriple Crown in quick succession, but thenknown for years, as a result of her genom
by Willsbro Holsteins is one of the current one of the bene-ts of this new technology test, now sire analysts are paying attention
stars within the family, with a GTPI +1966 is highlighting new cow families and to the family. Ridgeeeld Shottle Ghost is
and GPTAT +3.07, she has been at her  alternate bloodlines. Ask any breeder in  dam to the #1 and #2 Duplex daughters in
height amongst the Top 25 GTPI cows in the UK that has worked with the family,  Europe, Willsbro Duplex Ghost and Ghos
Europe. Few would have expected such aand they will quickly conerm the qualities 2 both of whom have GTPI scores of ove
successful genomic result, with sires like of the Ghost family, Genomics has only 1800 and over 3 points on GPTAT!
Storm X Milan X Skychief X Counselor X told the geneticists what breeders have

o
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